RESPONSE TO LITURURE
Purpose: To write a response to literature essay. The purpose of a response to literature is to state an opinion about a
character's traits, the setting, plot, theme.

Does it bring enlightenment about similar issues today? Your comments, observations, and questions are
welcome. Does the text unreasonably puts down things, such as religion, or groups of people, such as women
or adolescents, conservatives or democrats, etc? It can be woven into your analysis to appear as needed for the
background to a specific point that you are making as you develop your critique. Have you lost your gloves?
Literature as Exploration. Are there other works of the author where this particular point receives better or
worse treatment? Figurative Language Figurative language is particularly important in analyzing poetry. Use
quotes and examples to discuss how the text disagrees with what you think about the world and about right
and wrong. Students, use the job chart below to guide you in your response to literature writing. In the first
assignment, you are required to give a summary; in the second, you have to write a response. Does it have too
many facts and figures? By rebelling against the text, the female reader not only has to understand the point of
view of the author and the male audience, but she also has to formulate her own opinions and create a sort of
dialogue between the text and herself. Remember, however, that you are writing an essay, not filling out a
short-answer worksheet. Works Cited Elias, Robert H. The Purpose of Reader-Response Reader-response
suggests that the role of the reader is essential to the meaning of a text, for only in the reading experience does
the literary work come alive. Or the female reader might identify Mrs. The function of the rest of the essay is
to explain and prove this statement. Dedria Bryfonski. The challenge of a reader-response is to show how you
connected with the text. The text is the compass and map, the reader is the explorer. Is there clarity or is it
lacking? Her reading, then, is influenced by her experiences. But after reading the story again and paying
attention to the portrayal of Mrs. The purpose of a reading response is examining, explaining, and defending
your personal reaction to a text. She is portrayed by Walter Mitty as a horrible, mothering nag. Although some
instructors prefer it, such summarizing need not stand as a distinct part of the essay. The Resisting Reader.
Jane P. By asking such questions and doing whatever research is necessary to get the answers, you will be able
to develop a critical response to literature.

